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UM HONORS DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AT HOMECOMING 
MISSOULA-
Four University of Montana alumni who have gone on to successful careers will be 
honored with the 2003 Distinguished Alumni Award during UM’s Homecoming festivities Oct. 
3-4 in Missoula.
This year’s recipients are Gary L. Graham of Missoula, Phillip J. Janik of Vancouver, 
Wash.; James D. Keyser of Portland, Ore.; and Nelson S. Weller of Healdsburg, Calif. The 
awards will be presented at the Singing on the Steps ceremony at 6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 3, in the 
University Center Ballroom.
Graham, a 1969 graduate of UM’s School of Law, has practiced law for more than 30 
years with Garlington, Lohn & Robinson in Missoula. The Kalispell native is a Fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers and a member of the American Board of Trial Advocates 
and the Montana Pattern Jury Instruction Commission. He has received the Distinguished 
Attorney award from the Western Montana Bar Association and has served as a lawyer 
representative to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference. Graham also volunteers at UM ’s law 
school and the YWCA’s programs for battered women and children.
Janik graduated from UM in 1967 with a bachelor’s degree in forestry. He also earned 
a master s degree in wildlife science from Oregon State University, Corvallis, before spending 
35 years in federal service. In his 28 years with the USDA Forest Service, he served in several 
positions, including chief operating officer, deputy chief for state and private forestry, director 
of a national research unit and Alaska regional forester. As regional forester, Janik updated a
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forest plan for the Tongass National Forest, the largest in the nation at 17 million acres. Janik 
was a naval officer for 12 years — seven of those on active duty. Janik and his wife are 
involved in many community and church activities in Vancouver.
Keyser graduated from UM in 1972 with a bachelor’s degree in anthropology, and 
stayed to earn a master’s in the same subject in 1974. As a regional archeologist for the Pacific 
Northwest Region of the U.S. Forest Service, Keyser is recognized internationally as the pre­
eminent expert on North American prehistoric rock art, archeology and cultural history. He 
has made groundbreaking studies on bison jumps and the ledger art, ceramic chronologies and 
long-term occupation sites of the Plains Indians. Keyser is the author of five books on 
American Indian rock art and serves as a volunteer liaison with the Oregon Archeological 
Society in his hometown of Portland.
Weller earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from UM in 1958 before going on to a 
career in equity research, money management and investment banking. He has served as a 
trustee for the UM Foundation and is currently on the advisory board of the Davidson Honors 
College. He has been president of the Commonwealth Club of California and the Security 
Analysts of San Francisco. He and his wile, Jane, own Uongview Vineyards in the Alexander 
Valley, near Healdsburg, Calif., where they live.
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